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BARNETT GOVERNMENT — IMPACT ON SENIORS  
Motion 

Resumed from 11 November 2015 on the following motion moved by Ms M.M. Quirk — 

That this house condemns the Barnett government for its lack of leadership and planning for the 
increase in WA’s ageing population, for its failure to consult seniors in the course of its concession 
review and for a range of decisions which disproportionately impact on seniors. 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [5.59 pm] — in reply: I want to say in the time remaining that this is Seniors 
Week, so it is a very apposite time to talk about the fact that seniors in our community are being taken for 
granted. They are no longer respected and they have to bear a disproportionate portion of the burden of the 
escalating and unacceptable level of government debt. On top of that, I have recently heard that major councils 
in the metropolitan area are revisiting the seniors’ services they provide—be they autumn centres, buses to 
shopping centres or exercise classes, which are all about keeping people active and ageing at home—because 
they will no longer be able to get funding for those services. That is a major concern to all members on this side 
of the house. The Minister for Health has kindly agreed to make further inquiries, but these are not minor 
councils; they are major metropolitan councils, and this change in focus on home and community care funding 
will mean that we have more hospital admissions, greater costs to the community, and more social isolation for 
seniors, who will become marginalised. Seniors have such a lot to contribute to the community, be it as 
volunteers or grandparents, and they have wisdom to impart to their grandchildren. All of these things are at risk. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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